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Box No. [ 


Basis ofthe opinion 




Bo* No. I] 


Priority 




Box No. JTT 


Non-cstarjilshmcnt of opinion with regard tn novelty, inventive jlqj an 


Industrial applicability 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement nwjcr Rule 4JW,U(airj) with regard lo novelty, in 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 


vcntive stq? or Industrial 


Boy, No. VI 


Certain documents cited 




Box No. VII 


Certain defects in the international application 




Bo* No.vm 


Certain nerval:;,,.™ vn (lie tntcrnotiooat application 





□ 
□ 

n 
□ 
□ 



otional preliminary examination is made. uVe opinion will b« considered to bo a wrilton opinion o 

International Preliminary Examining /vnhoriiy rlPEA") except that wis does not apply where the applicant chooses an Auilwliy oiher 
than (hlr. one tn he me IPIf.A and the chosen IPEA has nolificcl the International Bureau unrlcv Rule G6.IW.rfb) that tvrilicn opinions of 
this International SesreWne. Authority will not be so considered. 

If ihi(! opinion Is. as provided above, considered lo tie a written opinion or uieTPEA, the applicant is inviicrl to submji to the IPEA .. 
yj^ll rc Z ] K ,0 E etneri whcTB 'PProptinle. with amendments, before the expiration of ? months from the dale of rnailins of Form 
PCT/15A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months firom. the priority dale. whichever expires bier. 
For further options, sec Form PCT/ISA/220. 



For further details, see n< 



o Form FCT13A/220. 



Name and mailing address of the I5A/EF 
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WRITTEN OPINION Or THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Irrternaildnal application No. 

PCT/EP2004/006113 


fjnx Nn. T Basis of (hie npl nlnn 


1 . With rcisnrd to the l*bf»Oflgc thin opinion hno been cttablished on i>* hasie oCihc imernaiio 
filed, unless otherwise incHourt under this item. 


not application In <t« language in which il was 


1 1 Thicopinlpn h<\« been estaoJi shed omri? Ivifis ijfslninnlallort teem the original language into the following lanjoafiC 


. which is the lanjiiasc of o translation furnished forlhc purposes of inlcraational search (under 

Rule 12..* and 23.1(b)). 


Z. With rcpard to any mlflfoliele nnd/nr omino oeid (leqooneo dicclococ' in this irfei-nniio 

invention, mis opinion has teen established on me basis oft 




i>. type of nwitoriol 




| | a sequence llfllnf. 




[ 1 lah>e{S) related to the sequence list>n» 




ft. formal or material 




| | in written format 




I* - ] computer roodoMc form 




c. lime of filinn/futnishins 




| [ cnninined in the international application w filed. 




n filed together w'th the inicnwlionai application in compiiier readable rorm. 




| [ furnished subsequently to Ihis Authority for ihc purposes of search. 




?, {^j In addition, (p the case thai: more than one version or copy of a .sequence listing; and/or tablets) relating thereto hos been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in (he subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in Ihc application as 
filed or rlocs not eo beyond the application as filed, as appropritilc. were furnished. 


4. Additional comments! 





rorm FCT/13A/237 iBo.v No. I) (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THP, 
INTURNATIONAL SEA-TtCltTISir- AUTHORITY 


International application Nn. 

PCT/EP2004/00S113 


n«xNo.n 


Priority 






1. |3 The 


followlnj. document line noi yi-i heei. fuminhedi 








copy of ihu earlier application whose v"'<,riiy has been claim 


d{Role and (i<i. 7(a)). 


□ 


translation ortbn c;trlicv application whose piioriljr Kiwi been 


claimed <Rul«43tfel ,nd <i6,7iVl). 



Consequently h hns not been pcasifelc iij .:em^der l lie validity ofrhc priority claim. This opinion ho« nevitrtMesf been eJiaUlished on 
(he osjotnplion thai Ihe TClcvaol date in trie claimed prion ty date. 

2. r~| Tbln opinion boa been octablicW »» if no priority bad been oloimcd due lo the fael that the priority claim has hcert found invalid 
(RtllCS W.r.l and Ci. I). TllOS for IhC purposes oCihlJ opinion, the jntcvrwtlonpl filing dote Indieoicd ol>o>'e it considered to be ihe 
relevant dale, 



?. Additional observations, if neccs.sary: 
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S. 09 



lnt«notfoi*>1 application No. 

PCT/EP2004/006113 



J?ok Vn, v RcmumI statement under ttulu 43bls.i(a)(i) with rcei>«l U> novelty, inventive flep or industrial applicability: 

tiunp <U'<t cxplonnlloiiB supporting jjwch « 



cm.™ 12-15, 3-8, 19, 21-23 
C),m 15 1-11, 16, 1"?, 20 



Inventive step CIS) aaims 14, 15, 18, 19 



1-13. 16, 17, 20-23 



IntWrint -pplicDbiliiy (tAl C(ai|ns 1-23 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: Patent Abstracts Of Japan, volume 1936, number 02, 29 
February 1996 & JP 7285091 A <K G K:KK), 31 October 1995 
D2: EP 0386729 A (Eckard Design GmbH) , 12 September 1990 
D3: EP 1216798 A (Genus Technologies), 26 June 2002 

2 . Independent claim 1 

The subject matter of claim l is not novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2). Document Dl namely 
discloses (the references between parentheses relate to 
this document) : 



a gripping device for workpieces which is guided by a 
manipulator, the gripping device having a plurality of 
apparatus parts (2, 6) and a securing device for fixing 
geometry changes (by mcons of the switch 18) , and the 
securing device having a deflection securing device (3, 
7), which prevents collisions, on the apparatus parts. 

As 9 COn S ©qucmc© , ©1.1 the f© a turns o£ claim 1 arcs known 

from Dl . 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTEUNATJONAr.. SEABCHINC AUTHOR TTY 


lcnemniional application No, 

PCT/EP2004/006113 


Box No. V Rcnfwncd rtolemcni iitufar Nutc 43bl»l(a)(i) rogard to nnveliy. Invcn 
citations owl explanations: supponins mich statement 


tivc step or industrial applicability; 


Document D2 also discloses all the features of claim 1. 


3. Dependent claims 2-13, 16, 17, 20-23 




In view of the disclosure of documents Dl 


and D2, claims 


2 to 13, 16, li, and 20 to 23 do not appear to contain 


any features which, in combination with the features of 


any claim to which they refer, meet the PCT requirements 


for novelty and. inventive step. The applicant is invited 


to comment on the following statements: 




- claim 2: see Dl, connecting parts between the robot arm 


(B) and the robot hand (A) 




- claim 3: see Dl, securing parts (3) and 


(7) 


- claim 4: see Dl, clamping and frictions! • connection by 


means of the spring (11) 




- claim 5: see Dl, latching element (14) 




- claim 6: see Dl, securing parts (3) and 


(7) connected 


or with apparatus parts (A) and (B) 




- claim 7: see Dl, latching element (14) 


Between securing 


parts (3) and (7) 




- claime 8 & 9: see Dl, spring (IS) 




- claim. 10: see Dl, sphere (3) and. enclosing mounting (7) 


- claim 11: see D2, joint ball (3) and straight tube 


section (5) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERMATIONA.I. SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Inlet-national application No. 

PCT/EP2004/006113 



BoxNp-V 



Rca^OMftd r-lolemont uMor Rule «bi*.l(0)(l) with rc|jnrd 1.0 no'dly, 
eltaHoiw »»CI explanations supporting »uch at»iemewt 



i step or itiditslrlal applictiliilily; 



- claims 12 & 13: not inventive because the annular 
collar is known from D2 and the enclosing cap ie known 
from Dl 

- claims 16 & 11: see Dl, detector (16) 

- claim 20: it is mentioned in the description Of Dl that 
the drives of the ro.bot are brought to a standstill if an 
overload signal is transmitted. It goes without saying 
that a controller is required to evaluate this signal and 
to control the drivesj . 

- claims 21 to 23: d;3 discloses a gripping device for 
car-body parts r comprising a frame having a plurality of 
gripping or clamping elements and having a docking point 
for connection to a manipulator. The expert would use the 
securing devices disclosed in Dl for a gripping device as 
per D3, without thereby being inventive. 

4. Dependent claims 14, 15, 18, 19 

The combination of features contained in dependent claims 
14/ 15, 16 and 19 appears to be neither known from, the 
present prior art nor rendered obvious by it . 

5 . Industrial applicability 

Claims 1 to 23 meet the requirements of PCT Article 33 (d) 
for industrial applicability. 

6. Other comments 

The applicant is requested to check the reference of 
dependent claims 4 to 23 to the other claims. For 



Form PCT/tSA'737 (flo* No. V) (January 20CW) 



14/86/2886 11:59 +49-821-5669921 ERNICKE AUGSBURG 



Imei'niKioim) application No, 

PCT/EP2004/006113 



Reasoned Mptcmcni under Ttwea.iiiis.uaxii widi rcgnrii 
citations and explanations supporting such M 



example, claim 4 should not be worded &s "Gripp.-l.ng device 
according to claim 1, 2 or 3" but as ""Gripping device 
according to claim 3", as it refers to the securing parts 
111, 12) which are defined only in claim 3. 
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